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would have been worse without it, it is hard to refrain
fiom asking whether any evils could have been greater
than those which the people of Europe have suffered
through constant wars with each other, and through the
withdrawal, even in time of peace, of so large a part of
their population from useful labour to be wasted hi main-
taining a standing army.

The result of the extended relations in which Germany
now found herself to Europe, with two foreign kings
never wanting an occasion, one of them never the wish,
to interfere, was that a spark from her set the Continent
ablaze, while flames kindled elsewhere were sure to spread
hither.   Matters grew worse as her princes inherited or
created so many thrones abroad.    The Duke of Holstein
acquired Denmark, the Count Palatine Sweden, the Elector
of Saxony Poland, the Elector of Hanover England, the
Archduke of Austria Hungary and Bohemia, while the
Elector (originally Margrave) of Brandenburg assumed,
on the strength of non-imperial territories to the north-
eastward which had come into his hands, the style and
title of King of Prussia.    Thus the Empire seemed again
about to embrace Europe; but in a sense far different
from that which those words would have expressed under
Charles and Otto.   Its history for a century and a half
is a dismal list of losses and disgraces.    The chief ex-
ternal danger was from French influence, for a time
supreme, always menacing.    For though Lewis the Four-
teenth, on whom, in A.D. 1658, half the electoral college
wished to confer the imperial crown, was before the end
of his life an object of intense hatred, officially entitle<
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